Richard Dawkins

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


    Join with your neighbors, who’ve made the first two monthly Richard Dawkins DVD showings huge successes, in the third presentation on Thursday March 22nd at 7:30 PM in the Community Meeting room on the third floor of the Laguna Beach Wells Fargo Bank building, 260 Ocean Ave.  This video was recorded as part of the Distinguished Lecture Series given by the Skeptics Society at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena in Nov. 2004.        

    Evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins (left) presents his most expansive work yet: a comprehensive look at evolution in the field to his provocative views.  Loosely based on the form of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Dawkins’s The Ancestor’s Tale takes us back through four billion years of life on earth.  Dawkins has a very good reason for describing the evolutionary path backwards rather than forward.  Many laymen evolutionists (and religionists) have incorrectly concluded that evolution progresses linearly and has a purpose where we humans act as the target for a 'higher' form of evolution.  If one looks at evolution in the direction of forward time, it can lead one to this false sense of progress.  Because of Dawkins’s disavowal of aimed evolution, he chose to do history backwards to avoid this misconception.  Dawkins’s inventive approach allows us to view the connections between ourselves and all other life in a bracingly novel way.  As our pilgrimage progresses, we join with other organisms at the “rendezvous points” where we find a common ancestor.  The band of pilgrims swells into a vast crowd as we connect to other primates, then to other mammals, and back to the first primordial organism.  Dawkins and his actress wife Lalla Ward (right) alternately read selected chapters of the book starting with the introduction, The Conceit of Hindsight and then stopping at “rendezvous points” telling the Gorilla’s Tale, the Rodent’s Tale, the Hippo’s Tale, the Reptile’s Tale, the Barnacle’s Tale, finally arriving at the Eubacteria and then the Host’s Return.  The Ancestor’s Tale is at once a far-reaching survey of the latest, best thinking on biology and a fascinating history of all living things.    

     The following month, April 26th, the very interesting questions and answers period that followed the readings will be shown.  Admission and parking are free. Sponsored by Atheists United of Los Angeles and hosted by Niko Theris.  See you there!







